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To THE 


READER. 


N the following Dialogue (though not All, 
keg yet) the moſt Material Points wherein 
Virzrens the Roman Church differs from the 
W Church of England, are briefly and plain- 

y diſcourſed : & that while by their little Tracks 
nd ſhort Catechiſms, daily Printed and ſent abroad, 
he Romiſh Emiſſaries do labour to Seduce the 
weaker Sort of Proteſtants, They may be provided 
ith ſhort and ſatisſactory Anſwers to their moſt 
ſul Ballacies. Their Aſſaults are generally in 
be Dark, and becauſe it is impoſſible always to 
and by thoſe particular Perſons whom they labour 
0 Draw-in, it is thonght fit to publiſh this little 
anual, to enable thoſe that are Attacked readily 

defend themſelves : To which end the Holy 
cripture is here recommended, as the beſt Touch- 
one to juſtify our Dottrines, and diſcover their 
orruptions ; and the more their Guilt makes them 
from it, the more our Sincerity ſhould make us 
eave to it. For this is in every Proteſtant's Hand; 
d there are ſo many, and ſo plain Places of it, 
lich condemn the Opinions and Practices of the 
oman Church, that it requires no great Skill nor 

rt to diſcern how different they are from God's 
ord; And all the Learning and Artifice of their 

eateſt Doctors, will not be able to hide it from 
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à plain and honeſt Enquirer, that will take bat )if* 
Pains to read this Divine, Unalterable, Unijng 
ſally received, and Infallible Book of God. I h 
they pretend (eſpecially to the Unlearned) that all 
Antiquity is clearly for them; but it is beſt ft 
thoſe who are not read in Ancient Authors, 1 
leave that Province to the Clergy of the Church o 
England, % have bitherto always worſted the 
at that Weapon alſo. And ſince we tan prove bitl 
by Scripture and Antiquity, that all their Aud 
tional Articles of Faith are Falſe and Erroneout 
and yet they do acknowledge all thoſe Articles 
Faith which we hold as neceſſary to Salvation, 1 
be True : Doubtleſs, ours muſt be the ſafer Reli 
gion, in which both” Sides do agree. Again, tl 
plain Words of Holy Scripture prove our Religion 
but all thoſe Points wherein they differ from u 
cannot be proved but by pretended Traditions, ſon 
of which are expreſly contrary to God's Writta 
Word. The Scripture was not made by us, bl 
by the GOD of Truth; and it is owned, mt | 
as alone, but by them, and all Chriſtians, to bt if 
Word and Will of God, and this is clearly on 08; 
Side : But thoſe Traditions which they fly told 
their Evidence, are of their own Making, an | 
Their own Keeping; No other Chriſtians do al 
them, and We have nothing but their own Word 
their own Cauſe, to prove them to be Genuin 
Which being the Caſe, I hope none will ever be ff 
ſuaded to leave a certain, plain, and evident Re 
gion of God's own preſcribing, for an unceridl 
obſcure, and ill. proved Religion, which is no 
but a meer Human Invention, as the enſuing PM 
will more fully declare. | 


| 
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DIALOGUE 


Between a 
4POPISH PRIEST, 
PROTESTANT 


OF THE 


Popiſh Prieſt. 
HAT Religion are you of ? : 
pe Proteſtant. Of the ſame that Chriſt 
Wag 2nd his Apoſtles taught, which is pro- 


* 


feſſed by the Church of England, 
wvVbereof I am a Member. 

— pop. How 4o you know, that the 
Lelig1012 you profeſs is the ſame that was taught by 
briſt and his Apoſtles? © | 

Prot. By the Scriptures which, they left behind 
em, g 2 | we . 

Top. How can you bell, wherher they writ and 
It that Book behind. * | 
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6 The Plauſibh Arguments of 

Prot. The Book is worthy of ſuch Authors, and all } 

Chriſtians, (though they differ in other Things) Age ” 
in this, nor dare you deny it. I 

Pop. We ao not deny it, only we ſay, you ought Ml * 
confeſs you received this Book from the Roman © 
Church, aud muſt learu the meaning of it from ber. ? 

Prot. This Book hath been preſerved in all Chriſ 
tian Churches; but we Þ ward, it from thoſe good il . 
Proteſtants who tranſlated it into Engliſh ; whereuMl 4 
your Prieſts (as I am informed) kept it in Latin, and ot 
withheld it from ſuch plain Men as my ſelf, while C 
they had Power here. KM 

Pop. Though they did fo, it was only for fear yu 
ſhould wreſt the Scripture to your own Deſtruttio, 
2 Pet. iii. 16. As alſo in all his epiſtles, ſpeaking in bo 
them of theſe things: in which are ſome things bard un 
to be underſtood, which they that are-unlearyed an 2! 
unſtable wreſt, as they do alſo the other ſcripture tb 
unto their own deſtruction. ö 

Prot. That Danger is only in ſome Places hard i N 
be underſtood, and which I may ſafely be ignoxant 


of: But in all Things neceflary to Salvation, it is vl ©” 
Plain, as to give Underſtanding to the Simple, “ 
Exix. 130. The entrance of thy words giveth tight: 50 
it giveth underſtanding unto the ſimple. Wherelor 
I rather think they concealed it all from us, to og 2 
us from ſeeing their Errors; becauſe the more I r er 
it, the leſs I like your Religion. i | do, 
Pop. Is it not @ ſtrange Preſumption in you (ili [ 
are but a Layman) to read that which you can , 
rightly underſtaud? | - . 4 
Prot. It is no Preſumption to obey the Command ug 
of Chriſt, who bids us Search the Scriptures, Join" © 
39. and declaring the not knowing them to be th * 
Cauſe of Error, Matt. xxii. 29. 72 ſaid, Ye 401 ha 
wor knowing the ſcriptures, nor the power of t x . 
And the Zereans are commended for ee dre 
+4 | "A * i po p 
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 Romilh. rie, dara 
Apoſtles Doctrine hy Scripture, Acts xvii. 11. They 
received the word with all reaaineſs of mina, a 
ſearched the ſcriptures daily, wherher thoſe things 
Wl vere ſo. Now ſurely, if we have Commands and 
"Wl Examples of Reading the Scripture, it muſt be ſup- 
poſed we can in fame meafure underſtand it. - 
. Pop. Well, you read that Chriſt will be with his 
1 Church to the end of the World, Matth. xxvili. 20. 
And lo, I am with. you alway, even unto the end 
od the world: and therefore you ought to believe the 
catholic Church can only give you the true ſenſe of 
Scripture. "og gh | 
Prot. I do believe this, and am a Member of this 
WM Catholic Church, being rightly baptized into it, and 
u holding the ſame Creeds which were anciently and 
(8 univerſally believed in it; fo that I am as likely to 
come to 1 the true Senſe of Scripture, as any ob 
bers. | : 
Pop. Nor ſo, by your Favour, for you are no 
Member of the Roman Church, which I vill prove 
to be that Catholic Church mentioned in the Creeas; 
ana ther it muſt follow that you neither have the 
ma BW Senſe of Scripture, nor can you be ſaved out of 
„bis Catholic Church. | | Sr 
Prot. I ſhall yield your Conſequences when you 
=” the Antecedent ; but then you muſt not take it 
be granted without any Proof, as your Prieſts uſe to 
4 | 
Pop. I do not think it needs much Proof, for it is 
as 225 as that the Scripture is in Print. | 
Prot. That cannot be, for no body doth or can 
deny this ; but the far greater part of Chriſtians utter- 
ly deny the Roman Church to be the Catholic Church, 
yea, and lay, it is Nonſenſe to affirm a part to be the 
rhole, or a particular to be univerſal :- And it muſt 
be well proved from Scripture (which all Chriſtians 
agree to be God's Word, before I can be perſuaded'that 


& 
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Chriſt (who died for his whole Church) will ſuf 
three parts of four of thoſe which he redeemed, to he 
damned for not believing this Opinion, as you moſ 
uncharirably affirm. | 
Pop. Well, for your Sati faction TI will undertake 
zo prove, that St. Peter was the Chief of the Apo 
les; and that Chriſt gave him the Keys of the 
Kingdom of Heaven, and built his Church on hin 
as on a Rock; and that the Biſhop of Rome is &. 
Peter's Succeſſor, and Head of that Church which p. 
Chrift promiſed to lead into all Truth; and then qu . 
muſt confeſs the Roman Church to be that Catholic fl {| 
Church which is mentioned in the Creeds. or 
Prot. I hope you will give me leave to hear and in 
examine your Proofs ; and on that Condition pray 
proceed, 19 
Pop. Do not the Scriptures, naming St. Peter in R. 
the firſt place, ſhew he was the Chief of the Apoſtles. ¶ che 
Prot. This ſhews he was an Eminent Apokle, bu / 
cannot imply any my over the reſt, becaultW;: 
Chriſt hays 1. them all equal Judges fitting togethe 
upon twelve Thrones, Matth. xix. 28. and forbid 
any of them to pretend any Superiority over the 6 
thers ; and though there was one Emperor then on! 
many leſſer and inferiour Princes, Chriſt ſaith, Ir h 
not be ſo among his Apoſtles, Matth. xx. 26. Lu 
- xxii, 26. Nor would St. James have finally deter 
mined in the Council of Jeruſalem in St, Peter's In 
ſence, Acts xv. 13. And after that they had held thei 
peace, Fames anſwered, ſaying, Men and mum 
hearken unto me: or St. Paul have ſo openly oppoſe 
and reproved him, if Chriſt had made him Superies 
over all the Apoſtles, Gal. ii. 11, 14. J withſtood bill 
to the face, becauſe he was to be blamed. Bl 
aphen IT ſaw that they walked not nprightly, accorogy ap! 
ing to the truth of the goſpel, I ſaid unto Peter MW" 
fore tbem all, F thou being a Jew, liveſt after n 
; | 4 . man 


© Romiſh Pries, Anſwer dl. 5 
manner of Gentiles, and not as do the Jews, Why 
e WY compelieſt thou the Gentiles, to live as ao the Fews? 
| Pop. Do you not read, that (rag gave to him 
firſt and ſingly the Keys of the Kingaom of Heaven, 
and promiſed to build his Church on him, as on 4 
«WM Rock, ſo firm, that the Gates of Hell ſhould never 
e prevail againſt it: Matth. xvi. 18, 19. And I fay 
mW unto thee, that thou art Peter, and upon this rock I 
r. vill build my church: and the gates of hell ſhall not 
prevail againſt it. And I will give unto thee the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven; and whatſoever thou 
ſhalt bind on earth, ſhall be bound in heaven : and 
whatſoever thou ſhalt looſe on earth, ſhall be looſed 


in heaven. 


19. did not give, but only promiſe to give him thoſe 

Keys afterwards ; which promiſe he made alſo to all 

the Apoſtles, Matth. xviii. 18. Verily IT ſay unto you 

Whatſoever ye ſhall bind on earth, ſhall be boun 

in heaven: and whatſoever ye ſhall looſe on earth, 
all be Iooſed in heaven: and when he came to 

form it, he gave the power of the Keys to them all 


ale, 7ohu xx. 22, 23. And when he had ſaid this, 
ie breathed on them, and faith unto them, Receive 
ble the holy Ghoſt. Whoſeſoever ſins ye remit, they 
ure remitted unto them; and whoſeſovever ſins ye 


reratn, they are retained. And it was upon St. Peter's 


pon his Perſon, fince we ſee the Gates of Hell im- 
ediately prevailed againſt him, firſt in his labouring 
o tempt Chriſt not to ſuffer, Marth. xvi. 22. Then 
Peter took him, and began to rebuke him, ſaying, 
pe it far from thee, Lord: this ſhall not be unto 
bee. And ſecondly, in his denying him with man 

mprecations, Matth. xxvi. 74. Then began he to _ 


Prot. I read, that Chriſt in that place of Mattb. xvi. 


onſeſſion of Faith. that Chriſt built his Church, not 


na to ſwear, ſaying, I know not the man. But if 
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yo Toe Fane le of a 
1 ſhould grant all the Privileges you heap on St, Pk 
ter, without any good evidence from God's Word 
that will not prove the Pope's ſole right to them all, Wl go 
Pop. Yes, without doubt: for the Biſhop of Rm 
is certainly the Succeſſor of St. Peter, and cat 4; 
quently the Vicar of Chriſt, and ſupream Head J 
tbe Catholic Church. © | xv 
Prot. The Biſhop of Antioch hath a better T 
to be St. Peter's Succeſſor, becauſe the ScripturMl 4; 
(which never mentiuns his being at Rome) ſays al © 

reſly, he was here: but if the Biſhop of Rome had cd 
hay St. Peter's Succeſſor, that could not make hin Ch 
Head of the whole Catholic Church, becauſe St. Pe po! 
himſelf never pretended to any ſuch Power or Title WM an! 
yea, he was peculiarly the Apoſtle. bf the believing the 


Zews, who had been Circumciſed, as St. Paul ſa tha 
Gal. ii. 3. The goſpel of the uncircumciſion was con lic: 
mitted unto me, as the goſpel of the circumciſion ui no\ 
2:nto Peter; and to them St. Peter writes: N but 
doth Chriſt any where tell us, he would leave off pat 
 fach Head on Earth, or give any Orders to all Chriſtian Ca 
to obey any one Apoſtle. | wa 
Pop. But we do believe the Biſhop of Rome to be WM | 
Peter's Succeſſor, and if ſo, how can our Lord multi ts ; 


good his Promiſe to be with his Church to the end 
the World, if he do not make St. Peter's Succeſ| 


as infallible as St. Peter himſelf was by his prejenlill as 
aud aſſiſtance? 
Prot. If we grant an inſpired Apoſtle to have be to 
infallible in order to ſettling the Faith, and writing tl ] 
Rule of it, it doth not follow that his uninſpired du zo 
ceffors ſhould have this Privilege, now the Faith all Pr 
Rule of it are fixed. For then the Biſhops of AM 70. 
tioch, Feruſalem and Alexandria muſt be infalli 
now: And Chriſt's Promiſe is not made to St. Perl is 
or to any particular Apoſtle, but to the whole 8 wh 
| | y ur 


©, N 5 nil P. , er .. 11 
Church ; ſo. that as long as the true Faith is held in 
any one or more Churches, Chriſt's Promiſe is made 
good, though other particular Churches fall away. 

Pop. But the Catholic Church inthe Creed is an 
Apoſtolical Church, aud it was Promiſed to the Apo- 
les, that he world lead them iutq all truth, John 
xvi. 13. he will guide you into all truth; which Privi- 
lege belongs to Rome, as being now the only free 
Apoſtolical Church in the Worlds, = g i 

Prot. All Churches in the World at firſt were plant- 
ed immediately, or mediately, by the Apoſtles; and 
Chriſt did certainly make this Promiſe good to his A- 
poltles, who were led into all Truth; and ſo long as 
any particular Church keeps cloſe to this Truth which 
the Apoſtles taugbt, the Promiſe is ſtill made good ta 
that Church; and there were many particular Apoſto- 
lical Churches under Pagan Emperors, and may be 
now under the Turks; it being not temporal Freedom, 
but adhering to the Apoitles Doctrine, which makes a 
particular Church Apoſtolical, and made the whole 
Catholic Church to be called ſo at firſt, when the Creed 
was made. | 

Pop. However, you muſt grant it 1s moſt prudent 
to take the beſt way to come to the Knowleage of the 
Truth: Now it is both the eaſieſt and certaineſt way 
or the People to come to this knowleage. by, believing 
as the Church believes. 

Prot. It is neither ſo eaſy nor ſo certain a way, as 
to Search the Scriptures. | 
Pop. This is a ſtrange Aſſertion! Is it. not eaſier 
to let your Paſtors (who are fitted for it by their 
Profeſſion) juage of matters of Faith, than for you 

to take pains to find them out in Scripture ?! 

Prot. My Aſſertion is not ſo ſtrange as true: For it 

is much more difficult far ſuch a man as Iam, to know 

what theſe Paſtors have judged about theſe matters, 

than to know what the Scripture faith of them. 5 
ä 5 op. 


T2 The Plaufible Arguments of a 

Pop. Have not Councils ſer this down; and is nos 
the Pope always ready to declare the Church's true 
Senſe? 

Prot. But how can I know which are lawful Coun. 
cils, or what they have determined? or if I did know 
the Words, and doubted of the Senſe, it would be 
very hard for me to get the Pope to tell me in Words 
or Writing what it was; and if the Pope did this, he 
cannot ſpeak or write plainer than God hath done in 
holy Scripture, and therefore (I am told) there is as 
much difference among you about the Senſe of Coun- 
cils and Popes, as there is among us about the Senſe 
of Scripture. 

Pop. Well, but your own Catholic Biſpop or Prieft, 
can tell you the true meaning of both Councils and 
Popes in all theſe matters. 

Prot. So can our Proteſtant Biſhops and Prieſts tell 
us the true meaning of Scripture: But if you be forc- 
ed to reſort at laſt to particular fallible Men for the 
certainty of your Faith : why do you boaſt of a better 
way to be infallibly affured of the Truth, than Pro- 
teſtants can ever have, and upon that falſe ground, 
urge Men to come over to your Church ? 

Pop. Becauſe we rely upon that Oral Tradition 
which hath been delivered doaun through all Ages it 
the Roman Church, and can never fail, ſo lom u 
wwe have liviug Witneſſes to declare it; and is #0 
this certainer than a dead written Rule, that may 
be interpreted as every Man pleaſes? ; 

Prot. No ſure, for all Men put things of greateſt 
concern in Writing; and do not truſt things for Poſte- 
rity, to be told by word of Mouth. A written Rule 


ſays always the ſame Words, and can have no Ends 


upon us: but your living Witneſſes by forgetfulneſs, ot 
to ſerve their Pride and Covetouſneſs, may delive! 
Tradition variouſly: And you have no Evidence, that 


thoſe things are Apoſtolical Traditions, which your 


Church 


Romiſh Prieſt, Anſwer d. 13 
Church ſays are ſo; but either ancient Writings, which 
are of far leſs credit than Scripture, (and then alſo 2 
muſt ſuppoſe thoſe ancient Writings to be more evident 

than your Traditions, becauſe you 4 theſe b 
e Wl them) or elſe you muſt truſt to fallible Men, who 
1; WM Intereſt it may be, and is, to deceive you; and thus 
de Hour preſent living Witneſſes bear ſole Teſtimony to 
themſelves, which is very ſuſpicious at the beſt: So 
that your way is neither certainer nor eaſier than ours. 

Pop. I know not what your way ts, 11nleſs you 


n. 2 

make every private Man to be judge of Scripture; 
y when that declares, The people 4 enquire the 
| law from the prieſt's mouth, Mad. ii, 7. And Com- 
11 nands us to obey them that have the rule over us, 


Heb. xiii. 19. afferming, that no Scripture is of any 
1 Wl private interpretation, 2 Pex. i. 20. 

l Prot. Our _ is to read diligently, and pray hear- 
ho WM tily to be directed; And if we doubt, then to go to 
our Proteſtant Biſhops and Prieſts, (for they, and not 
your Clergy, have the rule over us) and they are as 
able, as willing, and of as great Integrity, as any 
among you, to give us Satisfaction. And though we 

do not pretend, that every private Man may . 

i; difficult Places, without the Advice of his Paſtor; Let 
Hou are miſtaken. in your Interpretation of that Place 
of St. Peter, 2 Pet. i. 20. That no prophecy of rhe 
uy ſcripture is of any private interpretation. Where 
dhe Apoſtle is proving the Scripture is a ſure Rule, be- 
off cauſe it was not Written or fir Interpreted by any pri-- 
te. Late Man's Will or Fancy, but the Authors ſpake by 
the Holy Ghoſt, and according to the Will of God: 

& Which is nothing to your purpoſe, nr 
Pop. However it ſeems you are forced to rely on 


of . 

bbeſe Prieſts of yours, for the true meaning of Scrip- 
w ture, and the final certainty of: your Faith, oY yet 
% 1415 a. laviſo Thing in Carholies, % 
ch FM * 


Prot. 


14 The Platifible Arguments of a © 
Prot. Our Prieſts do not barely tell-us, this ur th Wl i; 
is the Senſe of Scripture, / and then forbid us all fun R 
ther Enquiry, which would really be an enſlaving of 
their People: But they compare one Seripture with Wl 4: 
another, and give us ſound and ſolid Reaſon for all v. 
their Expoſitions, deſiring us no further to believe Ml (+ 
them, than the clearneſs of their Evidence deſerves, Ml j/ 
and this allows us the freedom of rational Beings. | 
Pop. Bur is it not contrary to Scripture and: Rev Ml fat 
fon both, that the People ſhould yudge of their Paſ- Mar: 
zor's Proofs and Declarations? © © de 
Prot. It is not contrary to Scripture ; for there all WH: 
_ Chriſtians are - expteſly commanded, To prove all Mby 
things, ani hold fuſt that which is good, 1 Theſſ. v, Nun 
21. and 0 try the ſpivits, 1 John iv. 1. St. Sau 
bids the Corrmthians, Fudge what he ſaid, 1 Cor. x. bo. 
15. And likes theſe Who tried his Declaratibns by the Nc 
Scripture, Acts xvii. 11. Aud ſenrohed the Soriptures Ml *© 
daily. So that no doubt, God will expect Men ſhall Mf“ 
have ſomething more to ſay for that Faith on which iſ 
they truſt their Souls, than that their Prieſt barely ab 
firmed that ir it nary 5 2 
Pop. I not rhe Prieſt qudge of the People, an 
can 1 be reaſonable 2 that — Haul be hu 
| Fish Deut. xvii. 9. Go unto the judge that ſhal 
be in thoſe days, and enquire; mee. 
Prot. We do not pretend to judge our Prieſts, but 
only to uſe our Reaſon, (which God gave us not it 
vain) in judging meerly for our ſelves; becauſe ve 
read, that every Man ſhall bear his oe Burden, and 
therefore every Man muſt prove his on Work, G4: 
vi. 4, 5. But let every man prove his own work, an 
ben ſhall he have rejoicing in bimſelf alone, ani 
not in another. Fur every man fall bear his ow 
burden. And this gives us not any Power over eithe 
our Prieſts or Fellow-Chriftians; tis no judgment of 
Direction for others, but only a judgment of _ 
RS od 


16 The Plauſible Arguments of- d 
Pop. Tconfeſs the Scriprure condemns Idolarry, bu 
ſure you cannot be fo weak to think we take the [. 

mage for our Goa, as Heathens did. 5 
rot. We cannot ſee your Thoughts; but you do 
all thoſe acts before your Images, which Heathens did 
before theirs ; and a am told) they excuſed themſelye 
as you do, by ſaying they did not take the Image far 
_ o— yet all 3 wy them flat Idolaters, 
op. They were ſo, becauſe they worſhipped the 
8 of falſe Gelb, but you — not 77 are 
fo, becauſe ours are Images of the true God, and hij 

Saints. | 

Prot. Ty broke the Firſt Commandment in hay 
ing other Gods, and you break the Second, which for 
bids the making any Image to worſhip it, not excepting 
the Image of the true God, or of things in Heaven; 
ſo that this only proves your Idolatry is of anothe 
kind; not that it is no Idolatry at all. The ut wen 
as real Idolaters for worſhipping the Golden Calf, thy 
they took it for a repreſentation of the true G0 
Exod. xxxii. 4, 5. Theſe be thy Gods, O ra 
which brought thee ont of the Land of Egypt, & 
as when they worſhipped ZBaat-Peor, Numb. xx.1 
And they called the people unto rhe ſacrifices of thi 
gods: and the people did eat and bowed 40wnl 
Ibeir Goas. | 


Pop. Well, but we do not terminate any of vl 
qoorſpip on the Image, but on that which it 4. =... 
ſents ; the Image only helps to raiſe up our minis ll. 
the thing which is ſignified by it, and our wog p. 
paſſes through the Image to that thing, which can. | 
be [lolatry. | * 

Prot. It it be an Image of the Saints which t 7 
Creatures, it is Idolatry to ask any thing of tl -; 
which is in God's Power to give, and ſo your wort p. 
in that caſe ends in flat 1 And if it be ME 
mage of God or Jeſus Chriſt, that worſhip uit . 


2 


you give their Images, and intend ſhall terminate on 

God, muſt be Divine Worſhip. For otherwiſe you 

cannot worſhip God or Chriſt, by worſhipping your- 
1 lmages. | | 3 
al Pop. But ſuppoſe our Church finds this way of 

u erſbip helfs Devorion, may ſhe not command any 

node of Worſhip for ſo good an ena? 


— 


105 Prot. No, ſhe cannot command any mode of Wor- 
arp forbidden in Scripture, upon no pretence what- 
zer: And ſurely Chriſt and his Apoſtles knew what 


ould help Nevotion as well as your Church ; but there 
js not in their Writings one Word for this way of wor- 
ſhipping God, and there is a plain Commandment 
zoainſt it; and if you would confeſs the Truth, the 
WLrving, Painting, and Gilding of the Image, takes 

f your Thoughts from attending to the Matter of 
our Prayers, and ſo they hinder rather than help De- 
Otion. 

Pop. Is it any more Iaclatry in our Church to 
omimand this, than in yours ro enjoin you to vow at 
he Name of Jeſus, and to bow to the Altar? 
Prot. The- Scripture expreſly bids us 026 ar the 
ame of Jeſus, Phil, ii. 10. But you cannot ſhew any 
ing for bowing to his Image: And we do not bow 
d the Altar, but toward it, that is, we only look that 
ay, when we worſhip the true God, but have no vi- 
ble Repreſentation of him. before us, when we do 
is: And beſides, this Ceremony is left at liberty; ſo 
at none are bound to obſerve it. 
Pop. Bt do we not reſpect the Image of our Prince 
our Friend, for the ſake of thoſe they repreſent, 
4 ought nor all Chriſtians to reſpect the Images of 
riſt and his Saints for their ſakes? 

Prot. We do not talk to theſe Pictures of our Prince 
Friend, nor make Petitions to them, this would 
dk like Madneſs : We do reſpect the Image of Chriſt, 
that will not ferve you, unleſs we fall down and 


worſhip 
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worſhip it; but we muſt anſwer you, Ne are to ah 
ſhip the Lord our God, and him only mnſt we ſervs, 
Mart. iv. 10, - 
Pop. I confeſs we cannot expect you ſhould pri 
bofors the Ry of Saints 4 Angels, 2 We — 
convinced you of your Error, in not praying to An. 
gels ana Saints, ſo that I ſpall not go 072 to probe, 
that it is lage ful to call upon Angels to belp ns, for 
did not J:cob do ſo? Gen, xlviii. 16. The angel which 
redeemed me from all evil, bleſs the lads. 
Prot. Pray read the Place, and you will find, ht 
prays only to the Angel that redeemed him: That i; 
to Chriſt, who appeared as an Angel often to the P4. 
triarchs before bis Incarnation, and is called the An. 
gel of God's Preſence, Iſa. Ixiii. 9. The angel of hi 
- Preſence ſaved them. But the created Angels woull 
not ſuffer St. John ſo much as to bow down to then, 
ſay ing, that was. a piece of Worſhip due to God, N 
xix. 10. xxii. 8. Aud I fell at his feet to worſhip bin 
and he ſaid unto me, See thou do it not: For Jan iq 
fellow-ſervant, aud of thy brethren, that have tl 
_ reſtimony of Jeſus: worſhip God. Yea, the pretend 
| Humility of going not directly to God, but by tit 
Mediation of Angels, is called a deceit, and plain 
. forbid by the Apoſtle, Col. ii. 18. Let no man bau 
0 of your reward, in a voluntary humility, u 
vo ſhipping of angels. And Chriſt hath taught us! 
pray to his Father, if we want the Affiſtance of | 
Angels, Matt. xxvi. 63. T hinkeſt thou that I cam 
now pray to wy Father, and he fhall preſently yi 
me more than twelve legion of angels? 
Pop: Doth not your Bible tell you, the Soul 
the Mariyrs under the Altar pray to God? Rev 
9, 10. I ſaw under the altar the ſouls of them that woghey®a! 
{lain for the word of God, and for the teſtimony whit 
they held. And they cri d with a loud vice, fa 
How long, O Lord, holy and true, doſt thou not ju 
10 
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ind avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth? 

And may we not then deſirs them to pray to Goa for 
? 


Prot. Thoſe -Spirits only pray in general for the | 
ſeedy coming of the Day of (+ ax. and ate bid 
o reſt in quiet till then, ver. 11. And it was faif 
unto them, that they ſhould reſt yet for a little ſeaſon. 
But this is no ground for particular Men in diftant 
laces, to ask particular things of them, as Health, 
Wealth, Peace, Protection; yea, Pardon, Grace, and 
 befWlory, which none but God can give; Nor doth the 
deripture any where declare we ſhould ask theſe things 
ff any other but God. | 
Pop. How dare you that are a Sinner, whom God 
vill not hear, John ix. 31. we know that Gad hear- 
th not finners :. preſume to as% rheſe things direttly 
F God himſelf, without deſiring his Friends to pray 
r you? | 
Prot. Though I am unworthy, yet I am command- 
d to Pray, and to aſk all that I need in Chriſt's Name, 
nd am promiſed if I do ſo, I ſhall be heard, 70h 
ir. 13, 14. Hhatſoever ye ſpall ask in my name, that 
tt I ao, that the Father may be glorified in the 
on, If ye ſball ask any thing in my name, I witt de 
t. And Chap. xvi. 23, 24. Woarſoever ye ſaall ag 
be Father in my name, he will give 18 you. Hi- 
herto ye have asked nothing in my name: ask, and 
e ſhall receive, that your joy may be full. Yea, I 
m told he is my Advocate, 1 John ii. 1. We haus 
n advocate with the Father, 7725 Chriſt the righ- 
ous. And that there is but one mediator between, 
04 and man, 1 Tim. ii. 3. Now after all this, I 
bink it is a greater Preſumption; without any Com- 
hand, Direction or Promiſe, to make uſe of the Saints 
our Advocates and Mediators ; for it is to leave the 
ay preſcribed by Bod, and invent a new one of our 
wn; it is to take that _ which belongs to 2 
2 on 
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Son of God, and give it to his Servants, ſo that 
may well believe ir will diſoblige him we pray to. 
Pop. Tou do not conſider that we hold, the Sai 
join their interceſſion to that of Chriſt, and ther 
fore to deſire them to pray for us, can be no inju 
to Chriſt, whoiz we deny not to be our Mediator, 
Prot. It muſt ſuppoſe Chriſt's Interceſſion not 
be ſufficient, to add ſo many other Mediators to hin 
Yea, ir ſeems, you believe they have more power wil 
God, or love for us, than Chriſt hath; otherwiſe y 
would not think it neceſſary to join their Prayer | 
his, nor make more Addreſſes to theſe Servants, thi 
to the Son. We know as Chriſt is God, he is m 
able; and as Man, moſt willing to help us, Heb. 
18. and are aflured, he is able ro ſave to the utterm 
all that come unto God by him, Heb. vii. 25, A 
when the Father hath provided ſo All ſufficient a M 
diator, to fly to others and defire them to add the 
intereſt to his, is both ingratitude to the Father, and 
diſparagement to the Son, when you have laid all 
fine colours on it you can. 
| Pop. I will convince you by a practice of yl 
own, that herein you cenſure us unjuſtly : Do not) 
deſire the Saints on Earth to pray for you, thou 
Chriſt be your Aſediator, and is this any myjury! 
Chriſt? Why then may we not as well deſire ti 
in Heaven to do it? | 
Prot. We have many Precepts and Examples 
Scripture to defire holy Men on Barth to pray with 
and for us, which ſhews that it is hes) 5 to Gol 
Will, and if wwe ask any thing according to his 1 
he heareth us, 1 John v. 14. but you have not 
word to direct you, to defire this of the Saints in It 
ven. Beſides, we do not kneel to good Men, and | 
their Names into the ſame Litanies and Prayers vl 
God Almighty, nor deſite to be heard by their Me 
They pray with us and for us, as our Fellow-ſuffert 


y 
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rho ſee and hear our wants in particular, and pray on- 


at jy in Chriſt's Name, and through his Merits, and ſo 
ee joint Petitioners with us, not joint Mediators with 
ain Chriſt. And withal, every particular Man goes to 


hem and tells them his caſe, and then he is ſure oo 
know his wants; but Scripture is very clear, that thoſe 
ho are dead, even the beſt Men, know not the par- 
cular wants of their deareſt Friends, 2 Kings xxĩi. 20. 


hin e hol therefore Iwill gather thee, (meaning good 
vi %) unto thy Fathers, and thine eyes ſhell not ſee 
e the evil which I will bring upon this flace. 
ers Myeccleſ. ix. 5. The living know that they ſhall die; but 


he dead know not any thing. And Ja. Ixiii. 16. Doubtr 
mois thou art our Father, tho Abraham be ignorant of 
5, Nor is it poſſible for any Creature to hear the Pe- 
tions of many thouſands at one time in divers places; 
nd if they cannot hear you, what are you better for 


a Mraying to them? 

My Pop. T7 his is eaſily anſwered ; for ſince God knows 
nd things, and they are with him always, cannot he 
ll rico any difficulty make our Prayers known to 


hem ? 


Prot. We queſtion not God's power, but why ſhould 
oe do this, Ace you pray to them without his direc- 
bougion ? and by doing ſo, accuſe the way which he pre- 
al 


ribed of being inſufficient; nor have you any Promiſe 
hat God will acquaint them with your Prayers. Be- 
des, you cannot but think it abſurd, it not ridiculous, 
d pray to the Saints to pray to God for you, and yet 
Ill God tell them firſt, they cannot tell him what it is 
hey are to defire of him; this is to employ God to in- 
orm the Saints of our wants, and looks like writing to 
Courtier who cannot read, to defire him to beg a Fa- 
our of the King for us, becauſe we were unworthy to 


| Write immediately to the King, and yet knew before 
gend this Courtier muſt go to the King himſelf to read 
dane Letter, 

- B 3 Pop. 
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Pop. Fe value not your 14le Compariſons. On 
Church tells ns the Saints do hear ns, and it 19 
marter whether or no we know how they do hear 1 
Pror. The Scripture tells you they do not hear yt, 
and Reaſon tells you they cannot, and will you beſer 
= Church againſt both? Your Church never duff 
efine the way how they come to hear you, becauſe 
many Abſurdities follow upon all methods chat ere 
yet were deviſed : And a wary Man would fcarce credit 
a thing of this conſequence, that cannot be proved a 
made out; much leſs would he go to Mediators, 
whofe hearing him he can have no other affurance tha 
the bare word of thoſe Men who gain by the Doftrire 
when he hath an All-ſufficient Mediator, who he i 
ſure can always hear and help bim, and to whom he 
may pra — any doubts to damp his Devotion, 

Pop. Dia mor the Virgin Mary prophecy, chat il 
Generations ſhould call her bleſſed, Luke 1. 48. an 
Have we not reaſon to believe that the Mother of Gui 
hath great power in Heaven? 

Prot. We call her Bleſſed, and bleſs God for he; 
but ſhe never ſaid, All Generations ſhould pray to he, 
or impertinently repeat that Salutation, which was pt. 

to the occaſion of her Conception of Chriſt, ai 

it were a formal Prayer to her now: Nor is there 0 
word in Scripture to direct us to pray to her at al 
much jeſs to {ay more Aves to her, than Pater naten 
to God, and to make larger Offerings to her than /: 
eſus, who declares he hath all Power in Heaven a - 

arth ; fo that all your worſhip of her is an Invent 5 
of your own, and meer Superttition. J 

Pop. Me ind it makes the People more devom, 
propoſe ſo many glorified Saints to them to be au 
_ if we confined them to adore only One inviſi!ll 
Gor. 128 8 
Prot. You may obſerve, if you would own de, 


. 


Truth, that this impious Device makes the * 
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Cod to be neglected, inclining your People to rely 
more on the Saints help than on God's, and 40 pive 
them the honour due to him for thoſe Bleſſings which 
be alone beftows on them; and fince God hath confined 
ys only ta worſarp aud ſerve him, Matth.iv. 10. it 
is Superſtition and Idolatry, not Devotion, to make 
any other Reings the Objects of your Worſhip. 
Pop. Mell, but ſince God hath wrought ſo mauy 
Miracles by tbe Relicks of the Saints, doubrleſs he 1s 
well pleaſed with our adoring them ana their Relicks. 
Prot, There have been many falſe Relicks propoſed 
for true ones, and many forged Miracles invented b 
cunning Prieits, for gain, as bath been undeniably proved, 
and if there be any true Relicks of real Saints, and apy 
certain Miracles, it is not the Saint or his Relicks, but 
God who is to have the Glory (by whoſe power the Mi- 
racle was wroyght, as St, Peter tells the 1 dos, Acts iii. 
12, 13. Te Men of Jrael, why marvel ye at this? or 
why look ye ſo earneſtly an us, as tho" by our owes 
power or þelineſs we had made this Man to walk ? 
The Goa of Abrabam, &c. the God of our Fathers 
hath gloria his Sen Feſtus.) And though we find in 
$cripture that Miracles were wrought by Moſes's Rod, 
Elijak's Mantle, the Hem of Chriſt's Garment, St. 
Peter's Shadow, and gt. Paul's Handkerchi-f, we ne- 
yer read that any of the Faithful adored theſe things. _ 
Pop. Perhaps you have been told, we wholly neg- 
let making Prayers te God by Chriſt Jeſus, where- 
ae have many Prayers in yr publick Offices like 
yours, airetfed te God in Chrift's Name, and Þ bope 
you have no Obhjection ggatnſt theſe. 
"fl Prot. You ought to have no other Prayers but ſuch ; 
and yet though, theſt Prayers he right as to their Mat- 
ter, there js one intolerable Fault in them all, that they 


be made in Catia, which the People do gat under- 
na, ; y 


B 4 Por. 
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Pop. Is not the Church to direct in what mum 
Publick Prayers ſhall be made, and are we nt 
obey her Orders? = 
Prot. No, doub:leſs, not where your Church e 
ew contradicts God and his holy Apoſtles, Thy 

piritof God, by St. Paul, commands Men to pry 
with underſtanding, and forbids any to uſe an unknow 
Tongue in Chriſtian Aſſemblies, enjoining the Prieſt 
to make his Prayers and Praiſes that the moſt unlearnd 
may join in them, be edified by them, and ſay Amy 
to them, 1 Cor.xiv. 14, 15, 16, 17. If I pray in a 
unknown tongue, my ſpirit prayerh, but my und 
ſtanding is unfruitful. What is it then? I mil 
pray with the ſpirit, and I will pray with the unda 
ſtanding alſo; I will ſing with rhe ſpirit, and I uil 
ſing with the underſtanding alſo. Elſe when thi 
Halt bleſs with the ſpirit, how ſhall he that occupiet 
the room of the untearnea, ſay Amen art thy groin 
of thanks, ſeeing he underſtandeth not whar th 
ſayeſt? For thou verily giveſt thanks well, but th 
other is not edited. But now your Church bids me 
pray without underſtanding, and preſeribes an unknoi 

ongue for the Prieit to Pray and Praiſe God in, whe 
in the People cannot join, and whereby they are n 
edified, yea, to which they cannot with underſtapdi 
ſay Amen In ſuch a caſe to obey the Church is to d 
obey God, and a great Impiety. 1 
Pop. You mnft know, Latin wwas the Language 
the ancient Chriſtians at Rome, ana we have nos 6 
tered our Prayers, but only kept them in that Tong 
in which they were mane ar firſt by the Apoſtles, al 
Flaute our Church. | 

Prot. Now you have yielded the Cauſe, for if tt 
| Apoſtles, who were Jes, did not ſet up the Hebm 
Prayers at Rome, but Latin, becauſe that was i 
Language which the People then underſtood ; if ji 
were of their Spirit, or tollowed their ſteps, you ouy 
. N 3a ho . ; not 


fit 
* 
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now to turn them into other Langua becauſe the 
168 Pcople do not underſtand Latin, and becauſe it is ne- 
ceſſary they ſhould pray with underſtanding, Is this 
our Apoſtolical Church, which acts contrary to the 
rol Writings and Example of the Apoſtles, or could the A- 
poſtles leave you any Tradition to contradict their own 
ommands and Practice? | | 
Pop. May not the People think of God and good 
things, aud ſo be very devour at theſe Prayers, tho' 
bey do not underſtand the words? 
Prot. They may think of God and good things at 
ome, and ſo need not come to the Publick Service at 
ll, if this be ſufficient: We think Publick Prayers were 
eſigned for the People to come and unite their particu- 
ar and hearty defires to the Petitions made by the 
rift ; and this praying with one accord, Acts i. 14. 
nakes them more prevalent than private Prayer; Matth. 
viii. 20. Where twoor three are gathered together in 
name, there am Tin the midſt of them. But your 
cople are thinking of one thing when the Prieſt is 
aying another, and cannot defire the particular things 
ed by the Prieit, becauſe they do not know them: 
o that this turns the publick Prayers into private, and 
e Prieſt might as well pray without a Congregation. 
Pop. It is to God wwe [peak in Prayer, and ſince be 
werſtands us, it is no matter whether the People 
aderſtand them or no. b a 
Prot. By this Argument you need not Pray at all, 
cauſe God knows your neceſſities before you ask: 
t he bids us ask, that by the words of our Prayers 
may ſtir up our Deſires, exerciſe our Devotion, and 
cite our Faith, not that we may inſtruct him. Where- 
e your People are robbed of all that comfort and be- 
fit which ours find ſo ſenſibly in our Exgliſh Prayers, 
erly, becauſe your Church ſcorns to reform any 
ing; and you can never expect that thoſe who by Ex- 
ence have found the ſweetneſs and ad vantage of our 
DON * 


| = and plain Liturgy, will endure your dry, unpeo, i, 


gain them however, becauſe we preach in Engliſh, 
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table Latin Prayers. | 
Pop. Well, but ſome of your People think Sermon Wl ; 
the main thing in publick Worſpip, aud we bop i 


Prot. Poſſibly ſome of theſe may be catcht by thi 
Bait; but all wiſe Proteſtants will ask you, why then 
is not as much reaſon for the People to know what they 
are to ſpeak to God, as what the Prieſt is to ſpeak ty 
them; and will alſo deſire to know, why you fſhoul( 
read the Pſalms and Leſſons, and other parts of Seip 
ture, in Latin, which are written for our Learning 
aud Admonition, 1 Cor. x. 11. and ſo make it as in 
poſſible the People ſhould learn any thing from then 
or be inſtructed by them, as for Boys in Horn-Books N 
be made any wiſer by reading a Latin Author to then 

Pop. I have tola you before, This is leſt the Poole: 
ſhould 1oreſt the Scriptures, if they were in 4 La 
guage they nude. ſtocd. h 

Prot. Why then do you preach in Engiiſh? Mi 
they not wreſt your Sermons, as well as Holy Scriptut 
Is there more danger now than in the Apoſtles tima 
Or is your Church wiſer than they? Did not they Han 
it in a Language generally underſtood 7 And wa 
not ſoon after turned into Latin, becauſe the Rani 
beſt underſtood that Language? Did they not deli 

jt to all, and command all to read it and ſearch it, 
meditate on it and teach it to their Children? Thou 
ſome are Gluttons and Drunkards, we muſt not de 
all Men the uſe of Meat and Drink; nor would) 
thus keep the Scriptures from the People, but only 

fear that ſuch plain Men as I ſhould diſcover your v 

raptions. © þ ä 

Pop. Merhinks you ſhould diſcover your ou 

ruptions there: For what is more plainly exp! 

in Scripture than theſe words concerning the ura. 


ment of the Altar, This is my Body, Lule na ble 
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and yet you will nor oven the real of Chriſt to 


be there; Is not this to deny Chriſt's <vords, and 4if- 
believe rhe Scripture? ITY 
(8 Pror. We may as well charge you with nw 

Chriſt's words, and disbelieving Scripture, fince you a- 
WM firm his real Blood to be t though he tells us, 
nl 7his Cp is the new Teftament in myBlood, Luke 
ii. 20. 1 Cor. xi. 25. You muſt confeſs there is à Fi- 
gure in this . or elſe you muſt affirm 
the Cup is Tranſubſtantiated into the New Teſta- 
ment; and if there be a Figure in one Verſe, why may 
therenot be one alſo in the other, in regard this ſu 
tial Change which you pretend, is cither in both parts, 
vr in neither? | | 

Pop. However wwe have much the advantage of you, 

hecatſe we, take the Literal ſenſe, which is both the 
more common and the more eaſy ſenſe, whilſt you are 
forced ro fly to Tropes and Figures. 

Prot. You muſt confider this Sacrament is a Myſte- 
and in di ſcourſing of Myſteries, it is more common 
n Scripture to ſpeak Figuratively chan Literally ; yea, 

at is more uſual there, than to call the Sign by the 
ame of the thing fignified, and the thing fGignified by 

e name of the Sign? 80 the Rock is ſaid 20 be 
briſt, 1 Cor. x. 4. and Chriſt is ſaid to be Bread, 
ohn vi. 48. yet none are ſo abſurd to ſay, the Rock is 
bſtantially changed into Chriſt, or Chriſt into Bread: 
nd when the Church is called, The Body of Chriſt, 
10//. i. 24. yourſelves do not affirm that there is any 
ange made of the Church into Chriſt's Fleſh and 
blood, though there be more ſaid of this than of the 
acramental Bread, vis. That we are Members of his 
ody, of hrs Fleſh, and of his Bones, Epheſ. v. zo. 
0 when Chriſt is called a Vine, a Door, a Way, a 
prauch, Sc. it is very certain the Expreſſions are Fi- 
urati ve, and there are a thouſand places in the Holy 
idle which cannot be otherwiſe underſtood. 


i 
: Pop. 
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unleſb where the words cannot be taken otherxit 
than Figuratively, which is not the caſe here. 
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ſurely you cannot be in earneſt, when you ſay, 41 
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pointed to himſelf fitting at Table, and ſaid, Thi! 
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Pop. Well, but the Literal ſenſe is not to be beft 


Prot. Yes, that is the very Caſe here; for the Li. 
teral Senſe is impoſſible and full of Contradictions, but 
the Figurative is natural, plain, and eaſy : For if uy 
take theſe words Literally, Chriſt's Body was whole, 
and fitting at the Table, and broken into pieces on the 
Table at the ſame time; it muſt be entire now in Heaven 
and yet all of it in tenthouſand different and diſtant places 
on the Earth. We muſt believe the Subſtance of Fleſh 
hath none of its proper Accidents, and that the Accidents 
of Bread can ſubſiſt without their proper Subſtance; We 
muſt think zhat to be real Fleſh and Blood, which we 
ſee, ſmell, taſte, and feel to be real Bread and Wine: 
We muſt believe there is a Miracle, when all ou 
Senſes, which are Witneſſes to all other Miracles, gin 
Evidence there is no Miracle at all here. In ſhort, we 
muſt contradi& our Reaſon, and deny our Senſes with 
out any need, unleſs it be to uphold an unintelligibh 
Literal Senſe, when the Figurative is far more plain 

Pop. *Tis ſtrange how Prejudice may blind Men 


gurative Speech is plainer than a Speech without 
Ficure , T his only ſhews how deſperate your Cai 
is, which drives you to theſe Abſurdities. len 

Prot. I will prove it is no Abſurdity to mainti gate 
that in this caſe, the Figurative Senſe is eaſier ; Men 
that is the eaſieſt Senſe of any Words, which ti 
Mind firſt apprehends when we hear them. For N 
ample, if one point to an Houſe and Land, and 
T his is my Eſtate, there the plain Senſe is the Lit 


Senſe; But if one hold a Writing ſealed in his Hal be 


and ſay, This is my Eſtate, the eaſieſt and plaid 
Senſe then is, This is that which conveys my Eid 
and all the Benefits of it to me: So if Chriſt h 
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my Body, the Apoſtles would, and we muſt have taken it 
Literally : but fince he points to Bread, and ſaith, This 
is my Body; the firſt and moſt natural Senſe of the 
Words is, This is that *vhich ſignifies my Body, and 
communicates all the Benefits of my Incarnation 
and ls eo to you: and thus St. Paul expreſly doth 
expound it, when he ſaith, it is he Communion of his 
Body and Blood, 1 Cor. x. 16. ” Sa 

Pop. What then, do you believe that Chriſt is in 
this Sacrament no otherwiſe, but in a bare figure 
and empty ſign ? at | d 

Prot. We believe that Chriſt is here verily and in- 
deed taken and received by the faithful, and really 

reſent as to all the Effects and Benefits of his Paſſion ; 

bur this Preſence though it be real; yet is ſpiritual, 
and apprehended by Paith, not corporal and ſubſtan- 
tial, becauſe then it muſt be diſcerned by Senſe. 

Pop. From one Abſurdity granted, many will fol- 
low, and your abſurd Expoſition forces you to hold 
this ridiculous Aſſertion, That a ſpiritual Preſence. 
is a real Preſence. | 

Prot. Dare you ſeriouſly deny this, which you call 
a ridiculous Afﬀertion ? Is not Chriſt really with his 
burch to the end of the World by his Spiritual Pre- 
ſence? Is not the Holy Ghoſt really with every regene- 
ate Man by his Spiritual Preſence? The Effects and 
Benefits of Chriſt's Death, which we ſeek in this Sacra- 
nent are Spiritual; Such as Pardon, Peace, Grace, 
Ind hopes of Glory, yet they are very real, and there- 
ore we think it fitteſt to expect them in a Spiritual 
anner, eſpecially ſince our Lord hath told us, E 7s 
be Spirit that quickneth, the fleſh profiteth nothing, 
ohn vi, 63. And the Apoſtle ſaith, Faith is the 
ubſtance 4 things hoped for, the evidence of things 
ot ſeen, Heb. xi. 1. That is, it makes Things Invi- 
ble and Spiritual, to be very real to the true Believer. 
Pop. T find you delight much in calling this Spi- 
tual Meat and Drink, but would gladly NP 
: 0Ww 


30 The Plauſible Arguments of a 


n „nt 2 ⁰ — 


hocu you dare do ſo, without any Authority of Seri 
ture, yea when the Scripture ſaith, Chriſt will pig 
us his fleſhto eat? John vi. 53, 

Prot. We have good Authority of Scripture for this 
viz. 1 Cor. x. 3, 4. where it is ſaid, that the Iſraelites 
bad the privilege by certain figns to Eat and Driak in- 
to Chriſt as well as we, in a myſtical way: For rhe 
did all ear of the ſame ſpiritual meat, and did al 
arink of the ſame ſpiritual drink: For thy 
grank of that ſpiritual rock that followed then, 
and that rock was Chriſt: We ſee it was Spiritui 
Meat and Drink which they had, yet it was the ſam: 
with ours, and therefore ours muſt be Spiritual Meat 
and Drink too. Again we are not ſaid, Al to Dyinl 
into one Blood, but into one Spirit, 1 Cor. xii. 13. Na 
can we underſtand how St. Paul could call that which 
is the Communion of Chriſt's Body, by the Named 
Bread, after Conſecration, 1 Cor. xi. 26, 27, 28. A. 
ten as ye eat of this bread, and driuk this cup, yeu 
ſhew the Lord's death till he come, &c. If the outwat 
part did not remain unchanged in ſubſtance, though i 
uſe be changed; and the' our Souls are certainly fe 
yet theſe are not capable of feeding either on Bread. 
Fleſh ; Yea our Lord himſelf teaches us to Expou 
thoſe Words in St, ohn of a Spiritual Communicatic 
of his Body, for he ſaith, Te words he (peaks 100 
are Spirit and Life, John vi. 63 | 

Pop. You do but prevaricate when you freteud 
believe Chriſt is really preſent in the Sacrament, } 
if you truly believed this, you would give Divi 
Worſhip to the Hoſt as we do. | 

Prot. We bend our Knees, addreſs our Prayers dl 
give Divine Worſhip to Chriſt, who is really preſ 
to our Faith in this Sacrament : But fince we are 
that the outward part is not changed in nature, but 
ly in uſe and fignification and doth ſtill remain I 
we dare not give Divine Worſhip to that which i 
Creature, ſince it would be Idolatry ſo to do. 


ku - oo meander. 4 OA oe 
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Pop. Well, T will inform you of one very ill conſe- 
1— of your pete. Chriſt's Fleſh and Phd 50 
b ſubſtantially in this Sacrament, that is, you make 
it to be only a Commemoration of the Sacrifice on the 
Creſs ; but we give it far more honour, believing it 
to be a Propitiatory Sacrifice for the Sins of quick 
and dead. 5 
Prot. Neither you nor we ought to make the Sacra- 
ment what we pleaſe, we muſt take our Notions of it 
from Scripture and from Chriſt, who inſtituted it, and 
he bids us, Do this in Remembrance of Him, Luke 
xxii, 19. And St. Pau doth not ſay it is rhe Lord's 
Death, but the ßewing forth of his Death, 1 Cor. 
xi, 26. yea he makes this the main difference between 
the legal Sacrifices and that of Chriſt on the Croſs, that 
they were often Offered, but he was only to be Offered 
once, and by that one Offering hath perfectly ſatisfied 
for the Sins of the whole World, Heb. ix. 25, 26. Nor 
that he ſhon1d offer — often, as the high prieſt 
rtereth into the Holy place, every year, with the 
004 of others: (For then muſt he often have ſuf- 
fered fince the foundation of the world) but now 
ace in the end of the worin, barh he appeared to 
put azvay ſin by the ſacrifice of himſe!f. And Chap. 
*. 14. By one offering he has ßperfecten for ever them 
vat are ſanttified. So that this Sacrament is certainly 
Commemoration as we ſay, but it cannot be a Sacri- 
icing of Chriſt again, as you ſay, if we refer the mat- 
er (as we — to be judged by Scripture; wherein 
here is nothing to ſhew that it is a Propitiatory Sa- 
rice for the Sins of the Living, much wy the 
ins of the Dead, whoſe eftate can never be altered af- 
r this Life, There being 8 great gulph fixed betwiæt 
ve righteous and the wicked, which none can paſs, 
ate xvi. 26, 28, But as they fall they muſt lie for 
rer, Eccleſ. xi. 3. In the place where the tree falleth, 
Pere it ſhall be. | 
Pop. 
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Pop. The World may now ſee how unjuſtly au 
brag of your magnifying the Merit of Chriſt's Paſ: 
fion, and how falfly you accuſe us of diminiſhing and 
diſparaging it, ſince we hold it ſufficient to pardon 
both Quick ana Dead, and you deny it can do any 
good to the Dead. | 

Prot. It is not want of Merit in Chriſt's Pf. 
fion, but want of Capacity in thoſe who have not 
Repented in their Lifte-time, that hinders theſe De. 
ceaſed Perſons from receiving the benefits of Chriſt 
Death; Chriſt hath declared he will pardon none but 
them that do repentʒ and if Men do not repent before 
they die, they cannot repent afterwards, and ſo cannat 
receive any Benefit of Chriſt's Paſſion : and if living 
| Men be taught, they may get a Pardon after Death, it 
| will encourage them to put off their Repentance tothe 
f very laſt : Nor would ſo falſe a Doctrine, without any 
. round in Scripture, ever have been taught in you 
Church, but only that the crafty Inventers of it found e 
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{ it would make Maſſes ſell at dear Rates. 

; Pop. Tou are very free of your Cenſures, but a 
| deſpiſe them, being aſſured our Doctriues aud Prat 
| tices are the true ſenſe of Scripture, as it is inrerprel 
| ed to us by the Holy Catholick Church. 


: Prot. Do you really think ſo? Pray then before: 

; leave this Subject, will you tell me, How the mali ere 
1 only ſome (that is the Prieſts) to Drink of the Cy d : 
} can poſſibly be the meaning of Chriſt's Words, Dru d. 
ye all of it? Matth. xxvi. 27. * 


Pop. Ny, it is plain the Apoſtles were Prieſts 

not Lay-Men, and it was only to the Apoſtles i eac 

Chriſt ſpake theſe Words ; and though we forbid! 

People to Drink of this Cup, yet we Command th 

Prieſts to 40 it. | | | 
Prot. Was it not alſo only to the Apoſtles that Ch 

ſaid then, Take Eat, this my Boay, Ver. 26. and u 


it not follow by your way of arguing, that nou bs 


Romiſh Pyrit, Anſwer d. 


prieſts muſt Eat of the Bread, and that the People 
F uſt receive neither Bread nor Wine: You know the 

Apoſtles ſtood then in the place of Lay-Men and re- 
„ reſented the Congregation as Chriſt did the Prieſt, ſo 
iat St. Paul plainly applies to the People, the Com- 
J Winds both of Eating and Drinking, which Chriſt 
pave at firſt only to his Apoſtles; and nothing is 


| 

1 nore evident, than that all the People at Corinth did 

Drink of the Cup, and ſome of them too largely, 1 Cor. 

0; WF. 21. Te cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the 

bu % of devils. And Chap. xi. 21. In eating every one 

re Naketh before other, his own ſupper, and one is hun- 
ry, and anorber is arunken. And Ver. 27, 28, 29. and 


hap. xii. 13. We have been all made to drink into 
ve ſpirit. So that I wonder how you dare call the 
ontraditing Chriſt's Commands and the Precepts and 
raftice of the Apoſtles, the true ſenſe of Scripture, 
nd why you rob the People of one half of the Sacra- 
ent, | 

Pop. We rob them of nothing, becauſe we declare 
e give them whole Chriſt, which is contained fully 
ner either ſperies. | | 

Prot. This is no more than if one who clipt off 
uf the King's Coin ſhould ſay it was ſtill current 
oney : The very declaration it ſelf ſuppoſes that our 
ord inſtituted two ſpecies when one was ſufficient ; 
d ſo to excuſe your lives of impiety you accuſe him 
2 things in vain: And ſince Chriſt - is here ſet 
t as having ſuffered for Sin, and ſo his Blood ſepa- 
ed from his Body, we cannot imagine how the 
ad alone ſhould be ſufficient to ſet forth this Myſ- 


Y. „ $4 | | | 
Pop. There is danger leſt wwe ſhould ſpill the Cup in 
mg it to the People, and leſt it ſpoula be profaued 
the rude mouths of Lay-men. ao 45:1 
Prot. This danger may be in giving it to the Prieſts ;/ 
ever you are not of St. Paul's mind, who * 
the 
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Point? 


fore we Communicate ? | 
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the Cup was abuſed at Corinth even to exceſy, dutt 
not alter Chriſt's Inſtitution, nor take it wholly away ui : 
— do, thereby committing a grievous Sacrileg in Ml a 
eeping back part of that whereof God hath made 
you diſpenſers, and as much as in yau lies, depeiving i i 
the People of the benefit of Chriſt's Bload. 0 
Pop. We can find more fault with your prepare With 
tion for it, than you with our aiſhenſing of ii; fu 
why 40 not you all go to 4 Prieſt to confeſs your. ſin 
before you do receive, as the Scripture doth 


Prot. The Scripture appoints every Man hall ex 
mine himſelf before he Eat of that Bread and Drink 
of that Cup, 1 Cor. xi. 28. Now of this you ſay. ve 
little, but our Church ſtrictly enjoins All thus top 
Pare : But Scripture no where gre it as veceſſi 
tor all, to go to a Prieſt and confeſs before every act d 
receiving. +990 d 1 

Pop. Doth not Scripture declare that peniin 
Sinners confeſſed their Sins to a Prieſt, thus the 2 
to St. John he Bapriſt, Matth. iii. 6. They were by 
tized of him in Jordan, confeſſing their ſins; and A 
xix. 18. Many that believed came, and confeſſed, a 
ſhewed their deeds, (to St. Paul.) And command 
to confeſs our faults one to another, James v. 16. 
can there be any fitter time to ao this than juſt Men 

Prot. We do not forbid Men at any time to Conia! 
to a Prieſt, but adviſe them to it, in caſe of a troubi 
Mind, or a violent Temptation, and eſpecially if 
be their condition who are to receive the Sactame! 
But we dare not lay ſuch a Snare on our People, # 
make this always neceſſary, ſince God hath nöt des 
ed it is ſo. And thoſe Examples you bring, c 
Publick Confeſſion of. Sins before the Prieſt and! 
Congregation ; and ſo doth that place in St: n 
for it orders us to Confeſs not to the Righteow! 
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zlore, but one to another, that ſo the Righteous Man 
and all the reſt may pray for Mercy for the Penitent ; 
and I have heard this was the Primitive way of Con- 
ſeſſing Sins, and is till here in our Church, where the 
Offences are ſcandalous, and the Party cenſured: Buy 
dis is no ground for your Private. Confeſſing into t 
WPrict's Ear, and ſo getting an Abſolution of courſe at 
Set times. | | 
Pop. Harh not Chriſt granted to the Prieſts a 
owe to remit mens ſins, or retain them, John xx. 23. 
Whoſeſoever fins ye remit, they are remitted unto 
hem ; and whoſeſvever ſins ye retain, they are retain- 
d: and muſt not the Fudge whots to condemn or ſer 
ree, of neceſſity hear all rhe particulars concermug 
Criminal? | FITS 
Prot. Our Prieſts will not grant us Abſolution in 
articular Caſes, unleſs we do ſo far confeſs the Crimes 
e are guilty of, as to ſhew ourfelves truly penitent g 
ut they do not compel us under pain of Damnation 
come, and tell them all our Sins, which Scripture 
ith is impoſſible, Pſa7. xix, 12. Who can underſtand 
is Errors. Nor doth the King's granting a Commiſ- 
on to certain Judges, to hear and to determine Cauſes, 
lige thoſe who can make up their differences amon 
xemſelves, to come and be tried before them. Beſides, 
te Prieſt is not the higheſt and laſt Judge, nor can he 
fallibly tell, when he doth hear all that Men ſay of 
emſelves, whether they be Hypocrites, or true Peni- 
ts; and therefore we are adviſed to confeſs all our 
ns daily to God the Supreme Judge, and to labour 
prove our Repentance to be ſincere to him by amend- 
our lives: And we are not obliged to goto a Prieſt, 
in weighty Caſes; and on great Occaſions, 
Pop. 7 his is one great Complaint we have againſt 
pretended Reformation, that you do not cblige 
mers ro make any ſatisfattion. for their Offences, 
have laid efide the Sacrament of , ot 
2 ror, 
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Prot. We do account it neceſſary for notorious and 
ſcandalous Offenders to do a publick Pennance, that 
their Shame and Sorrow may be as evident as their 
Crimes, and this they are to do for Satisfaction to the 
Church, and we hold it neceſſary in more ſecret din 
that the Sinner do heartily bewail them, humbly con 
feſs them to God, and _— forſake them 05 the 
time to come; and upon theſe terms we doubt not God 
will forgive them for Chriſt's ſake, according to hi 
Promiſes in Holy Scripture, Prov. xxviii. 13. Mo 
that covereth his ſins ſhall not proſper 3 but who 
confeſſeth and forſaketh them, ſhall have Mergy 
Ezek. xviii. 21. If the wicked will turn from all hi 
fins that he hath committed, and do that which i 
lawful and right, he hall ſurely live, he ſhall ufer 
die: and we will truſt God's Word ſooner than your, War 
Pop. But after God hath pardoned the Sinner ¶ er 
to the eternal Puniſhment due to him, which Chri 
bought off, he muſt ſatisfy the Divine Fuſiice on 
temporal Pains ſtill remaining due to thoſe Sins, i" 
8 to the Pennances laid on him by 
rieſt. 
9 This is a meer Device of your own, . int 
grounded on Holy Scripture : for there it is declart 
that Chriſt hath delivered us from all the Curſe due ¶ the 
us, and ſa ved us to the uttermoſt, and cleanſed us fri 
all Sin, and made our Peace; ſo that if we have ei: 
tereſt in him there is no Condemnation to us. *Tis tm 
God may and doth ſometimes Chaſtiſe good Men, i 
ter he reſolves to pardon them, 2 Sam. xii. 14. WW: 
is not to ſatisfy his Juſtice, but to warn them not egg 
ly to run into the like Offences, Heb. xii. 6. For wy”: 
the Lord loveth he chaſtnerh, and ſcourgeth - 
ſon whom he receiverh. And true Penitents have vol 
tarily put on Sackcloth and laid in Aſhes, and Fat 
and Prayed, £&c. But this was to ſhew the ſincerity] 


their Repentance, and the reality of .their _ 
. 0 
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offending God, or to make themſelves more fit to pray 
arneſtly for the averting the Divine Diſpleaſure : But 


God's Word never makes theſe Acts any part of Satis- 
action to God, nor do we find one Precedent of 


the WChriſt, or his Iv} Apoſtles, enjoining ſuch Acts pure- 
m to ſatisfy God's Juſtice for any remaining Puniſh- 
On- ment. } 
te Pop. Well, you cannot deny it is more for the Ha- 


our of Goa's Juſtice to enjoin the Offeuders to make 
him ſome ſatisfaction, rather than to teach them he 
% freely forgive; aud you . muſt grant it is more 
bo ikely to reſtrain men from future Crimes, if they 
refer in Body or Goods for thoſe that are paſt. 8 
Prot. But it is not much for God's Honour, that 
i ben your Church pretends God will not remit theſe 
u emaining temporal Pains without, Men do their Pen; 
un pance; yet ſhe, will remit the Pennange it ſelf for a 
enain Price, and 10 Money will buy off that which you 
y Chriſt's Death doth not ſatistky for: And indeed, 
one but the Poor-almoſt do any Ie with you; 
be Rich, who can gratify the Prieſt well, are Abſolved 
nd Indulged; and however you order it in your 
hurch, there are as many notorious and cuſtomary 
inners, for all theſe Pennances and Payments, as any 
here elſe: yea, they fin with leſs fear and regret than 
thers, becauſe they foreſee a Pilgrimage, or a little 
aſting; a ſew Laſhes, or a Sum of Money will make 
beir Peace with the Prieſt, and ſo they take little Cz 
y a ſincere Amendment to make their Peace with God. 
5 I ſuppoſe you reſtect upon our Indulgences, 
bich are no other than the uſe of that Power of re: 
ting Sins which Chriſt gave to. St. Peter, and in 
nua n to the Chief Paſtor.of the Catholic Church; and 
ubrleſs it is a moſt. comfortable thing when St. Pe- 
rs Succeſſor, or his Delegates, do ſo ſolemnly de- 
are us clear from thoſe Sins we have confeſſed. 


C 3 | Prot. 
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Prot. St. Perer never ſold this Power, Acts vii. ; 
for he affirms, Ve are not redeemed with corruptiblell i 
things, as Silver and Gola, 1 Pet. i, 8. Had he uſt 2 
the fame gainful Trade which the Pope drives, hecoultMl ;} 
not have ſaid, Silver ana Gold have I none, Acts ni. 

So that you mult not mention that holy Apoſtle as your 7 
Pattern till you follow his Example, and grant ParthwwM ; 
to none but them, that upon a ſtrict ſearch are fond 50 
truly Penjtent ; and upon thoſe terms (which Chil ; 
makes neceſſary) the Poor muſt have them as ſoon ul |, 
the Rich, and both freely: But while your Church 
makes a meer Merchandiſe of them, and grants then 
out to raiſe Money to entich a Nephew, to marry 1 
Niece of the Pope's, or to e a Favourite, and 
fends them into remote Countries to' Men and Women 


whoſe Faces he never ſaw, and of whoſe Penitenee H ba 
hath no aſſurance, we Proteſtants muſt look on then N 
| as a holy Cheat, a hindrance of truę Repentance, a it 
9 a trick to get Mo neg. e 
* Pop. Tou are quite miſtaken; the Church de G 
R nothing by theſe Inanigences bur the Pruitem Suu ne 
1 tron; the Money is a doluntary Offering, ani can yl ly 
bl . Holy Church for receiving % Haien of 
1 Profle? vg Men n 
il Prot. It is no Crime to receive voluntary Oblatio me 
1! provided they be difpenſed to the Poor: Hut hete ro 
I! certain Price ſer, and the Money received” goes in 5 t 
J to the Pope's Coffers, and in part te the wealtly De th 
Fl gates, or to rich Monafteries; and it appears that Mei th 
1 is the main thing, becauſe Poor Men cannot get eg ex 
1 nor will they give an N W. freely to the Indiga dp 
| though never fo penitent; whereas the Rich, that Sir 
| little figns of true Repentance, may have them, un 
are eben hardned in their Sins. Nor is it this N thi 
alone, but moſt of thoſe diſputed between us and youll no! 
that are ſtiffly defended'on your part, becauſe they *Wthi 


vance the Wealth and Power of your Church; Such 


the Pope's Power to receive Appeals, Images; Relicks, 
ſaying Maſſes to deliver Souls, Confeſſion, Pennances, 
and two more not yet mentioned, viz, Purgatory, and 
the pretended Sanctity of your Religious Orders. 
Pop. is not the Advantage wwe have by theſe 
Doctrines, bur the certain Truth of them, which 
makes us fo deſirous you ſhould believe them, as ap- 
pears in this Article of Purgatory, which I Hall 
prove firſt from Scripture, aud then by Reaſon, to 
be a great Truth, | 
Prot. The Scripture declates very often, and very 
plainly, that there are-two Places of eternal Rewards' 
and Puriiſhments, Heaven and Hel}; and if there be 
any Third Place to which moſt Men are to go, to ſut- 
ſer very great temporary Pains, I doubt not but God 
bath revealed jt as plainly and clearly as he hath done 
Heaven and Hell, and therefore let me ſee you prove 
it by plain Texts of Holy Scripture. Rk 
ro Our Saviour ſaith, The fin againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt ſhall never be forgiven, neither in this world, 
nor in the world to come, Matt. xii. 32. Which platn- 
ly ſuppoſes - ſome Sins uot pardoned here, may be for- 
given there; and that is one ground of Purgatory, 
Pror. This is far from a clear Proof, for here is no 
mention of Prrgdrory'; and this Phraſe, The cvorid 
70 come, in the Goſpel, often ſignifies the Days of the; 
Meſſiah, Heb. ii.'5. and vi. 3. And the eos expected 
that Meſa. (whom they believed as yet not come), 
ſhould pardon, divers great Sins, Which could not be, 
expiated by Legal Sacrifices; and therefore Cheitt 
{peaking to them in their on Phraſe, tells them, This 
din againſt'the Holy Ghoſt ſhould never be; pardoned 
under the Law, dor under the Goſpel, - Bur ſuppoſe 
this Phraſe do ſignify, The next, world: Chriſt ſays. 
not any other Sins ſhall be forgiven then, but only that 
nis Sin ſhall never be forgiven there nor here, which 
is only a Phraſe to ſet out it ſhal} not he forgiven at 
C 4 WL 
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figniftes to ſay nothing at a 


loſs; but he himſelf ſhall be ſaved, yet ſo as 
gatory Fire? 
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the Falſe Doctrines which any of them teach; and 
the whole place is Metaphorical and obſcure ; and that 


pluckt out of the os. So that you may as well pre. 
| rend Sinners are in 


u 
the fire, Jude, ver. 23. And if this place be"ts\be 


; tioned, and ſo it hath no relation to Purgatory, Which 
1 you muſt either prove (as we do Heaven and He 

1 clearer places than this, or we ſhall not believe it. 

| . We have St. Peter alſo on our ſide, who tell 
us, Tha 


1 few, that is, eight perſons were ſaved by water, 1 Pt 
| $i 19, 20. r „ 


all: So Gen. xxxi. 24. to ſpeak neither good nor bad; 


Pop. Doth not St. Paul ſay, Every Man's work 
ſhall be made manifeſt, for the Day ſhall declare it, 
becauſe it ſhall be revealed by Fire, and the Fire ſhall 
try every Man's work of what ſort it is: And alitth 
after, If a Man's work ſhall be burnt, he ſhall ſuffer 


1 Cor. iii. 13, 15. I not this a clear Proof of Pur. 


Prot. This place ſpeaks only of Teachers, and the 
Perſons are not to be ' burnt, but their Works; that is, 


laſt Phraſe of being ſaved, hut ſo as by Fire; is 15 
more but a way of exprefling a thing that ſhall be 
done with great difficulty, as Yſal. Ixvi. 12. Ve wen 
through fire and water: and Zech. iii. 2. A brat 


urgatory here, becauſe we are com. 
if manded, ro ſave them with fear, pulling them our 


underſtood Literally, it muſt be referred to that Fire 
which ſhall burn all the World at the Day of Judg 
ment, which (I have been told) is that which the F# 
thers underſtand by the Day and the Fire here men- 


el) fron 


t Chriſt went by the Spirit to preach to the 
ſpirits in priſon; which ſometimes were diſobedient 
when once the long-ſuffering of God waited” in the 

days of Maß, while the ark was preparing, wherell 


Prot 


- Romiſh Pri, Anſtber d. Ji 

Prot. This place is obſcurer than any of the former, 
and ſo very unfit to build an Article of Faith upon : 
But the plaineſt Senſe of it is, That Chriſt by his Spirit 
in Noah did Preach to thoſe Wicked ones before the 
Flood, whoſe Souls and Spirits were as it were Impri- 
oned in their Bodies; and thoſe who were ſaved by 
his Preaching were but a few, and thoſe were ſa ved by 
ater, and not by Fire. And as far as we can gather 
tom this Text, and 2 Pet. ii. 3. where it is ſaid; Tha: 
od ſpared not the old wortd, but ſaves Noab tbe 
ght h perſon, a preacher of righreoufneſs, bringing in 
he food upon the wort nana pan 
ons who were Preached to, remained diſobedient, and 
ere not ſa ved at all; ſo that-yow have no ſhadow'of 
round to fix Purgatory on thisplace.. | 1010 2 
Pop. What think you of rhat Priſon into which 
we be caſt by God, who is the Sinner's Adverſary, 
hey ſhall by no means come out thence, till they have 
ad the uttetmoſt farthing, Matth. v. 26. Is nb this 
Purgatory tt nie l. / ba irie 4% oni 
Prot. I think it is nothing to your purpoſe for 
hriſt uſeth it as an Argument why we ſhould Repent 
nd make our Peace with God while we live; where- 
$ Purgatory gives Men pretences to put off chest Re- 
Pa entance till Death, and fills them with falſe Hopes to 
en e delivered afterwards : And out of this Priſonſ there 
no means to be delivered, but by the Perſon's own 
tisfying the whole Debt, whereas you think the 
ayers and Alms of others may get Men out of Pur- 


| 


el WFtory : Nor doth the Text ſay, that the Sufferer can 
they the utmoſt Farthing, but rather ſuppoſes it im 
ent piſible, and ſo his lying there till he pay the urmoſt 
the arthing, muſt be meant of his lying in Hell for ever. 


nd Chriſt mentions Hell in that Chapter, Ver. 22, 
„ 30. But there is no word of Purgatory here, or 
where in Scripture ; and therefore pray try if 'you 
n prove it from Reaſon, ſince God's Word is not for 
Du, 


Pop. 


n T Plane Af of a 


Pop. Is there nos great differents berweejl ſome fin 
and others; and if God le a Righteous Fuse, ty 
vill make different: puniſbments, ſs that it is um 
reaſonable to believe, that Venial Sius ſnall uuy be 

— ib remporaty Are, ut ith eternal 


ND If we conſider, the Holiteſe as, ht Lan, 
the inſi niteneſs of the Majeſty offended, all Sin, even 
the leaſt, deſerves Damnatiof as its juſt Wayts, th 
were of for is death, Rom. vi: * and: the leaſt Git 
edof may N rove Mortal, — nar it is not { 
— | (now under the Goſpel): the Sin, as che fit 
— whith Dans Men; and he that will u 

Mews he would Etcotally Sin; fo that'whatere 
the inſtance be, he deſetves Eternal Damian t l | 
alas! He. who repente not fully while he lives, is n 
guilty of. theſe leſſer Sins: — yy ſuch perſons ate. 

ty of greater Sins, which. merit Ecergol Blyne | 
. And at'place of OWE on which you. ground 
diſtinction of Mortal and Venial Sin, ſpeaks. 0 
event of Men's Sins not of the natute di chew: 
that-ifiwe'ſee Men fin without any: 6gnor hope of the 
tance, he doth not (oblige us to pray forſid 
+ Zohnv. 16. 7. ore ix. af unto death, Ta nut 
bas h fail tray fit. 
Pom Bat id it nonfaln; that nothing; #bjol mY 
clean fſputtenter introrhe. Ninguonr of Heaven The 
Niall; no wiſe enter into it any thing that dew 
Nep. nei. 2). Wherefore: renſon teachet hi that i 
avho-are Defileat with: amy Sins; evertthoſe that 
Femul, mi be: Purged"e' re ren come 10 
Ntrgaem of fleuben. 
rot. Sutely Catholics are bardl uſed; 
for much Money, and: endure ſo- miny-Pethaticch 
-Ppratenge- of purmmng aw their Venial Sins and | 
after; all their 'Whipping;: and -Pilgrim? 
:thas: Abſohitions, Holy, Water; -Alme-and- Vol ©0p 
"ns op 
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* ſtill they are to endure a Dormintas . * 
— h not as long, as Hell Fire, for: theſe light T 


e 

l ons: Befides, we cannot imagine how. Fire cats 
be pt e a Soul unbodied, nor why Pargatory fhauld ba 
beedful to cleanſe 8 e — — — — >> 

| — the blood þ fin, 
John i. 7. Os how ho are be ed by Chat 
ſhould be conan — > Purgatory, when St. Pars. 
ich, There is 10 De- ep to them 1 * art in 


Zu 5 tus, Clog. 1. 14. a muſt ſtill il dna fo lung 
Mend © ſeyerely, and are loft to pay fo great a part of it 
themſelves: 197 

Pop. Tas are miftoken again, for we hold, abs 
raue of the Communion of Saints, one Man may 
11 for anorhey, and that the Alms and Prayers 
the Biviug aud eſpecially, of Holy: Friars and 
uns, "wil ugh Nr — en the Dead out of 
Purgatory.” 

Pros. You mex hold what you pleaſe, but Scripturs 
s us, very man ſpall bear his own. burden;. Gal. 
i. 5. and, that #0 man can redeem his brother, not 
nake agreement to God for him, becauſe. it:coft-more 
p redeem thein'ſouls, ſo than he muſt les than alone 
Ir ever, Pfal. xlix. 7, 8. Andcthat all the good Works 
the beſt Men are little enough for themſelves; Matt: 
eV, * 9. Aud the: a 4 — ſaid rnto tis 
iſe, Give us of your oil, for our lam — 
me the wie rad ſaying, Not: 755 teſt there bg 
„ enough for us and you. So that we wonder tho 
ier Lay men will be deluded\by. a Doctrine which is 
im ill proved, and tends ſo Apparentlyto malt 
5 eople 2 of their I tl their Deavhy « 
ne Ay 6 
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- fiives at Fornicarion in them rather than ſhe will a 
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10 give the Monks an opportunity to draw Legaciesfrom 
the dying, and large Gifts from their living Friends 


that is, to make the Laity Wicked, and the Clergy 

Rich, and to hazard the Salvation of bo tn. 

Pop. We do not think the Money ill beſtowed which 
we give to our Prieſts and Friars, whoſe Prayers 
are more pure and prevalent than thoſe- of pour 
erg y, becauſe they are under thoſe three Holy Vow 
F Chaſtity, Poverty and Obedience. 

Prot. Vaws without obſerving them are hut a ſnar 
and an aggra vation of the Sin, when they are broken, 
as two of theſe moſt notoriouſly are by your Prigfy 
and Religious Orders, who are infamous in all Coum d- 
tries for thoſe Artifices they uſe to get Wealth, and f 
their unnatural and ſcandalous Luſt and your Church 
is juſtly taxed with all the infamous Conſequences d 
the Vow of Chaſtity, becauſe ſhe impoſes on young 
Perfons before they know their-own ſtrength, and con 
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low them to Marry; that the Church may be thei 
Heir, and that they may have leſs dependance on Kin 
and States, as being ſingle Perſons, 4 + 
Pop. You would fain make this a 22 Poliq 
whereas it is — St. Paul declares, ſong 
perſons are fitteſt to attend upon the Lord without di 
traction, 1 Cor. vii. 35. and on that account it is Mi 
1 = for the Religious and Prieſis. 
Prot. The Apoſtle. adviſes all Chriſtians (and. 
Prieſts only) to continue ſingle, if they were 
as beſt for thoſe Times of Perſecution, and provid: 
they "found they could live Chaſtly Unmarried, otht 
wiſe, to avoid Fornication, he Commands them en 
then to Marry, 1 Cor. vii. 2. Ta avoid fornication, 
every man have his. own.wife, ana ter every won 
uus ber own husband. Whereas you forbid it t04 
Religious, in all Times and all Caſes; Beſides 


jaid 66. 
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Vow upon them, Ver. 35. this I ſpeak, ſay! 


Romiſni Prięſt, Aaſurred. ay 
r your own profit, not that I may caſt a ſuart upon 
— Nor was he himſelf under any Vow, but was 
free to Marry if he had pleaſed, 1 Cor. ix. 3. Haus 
eh de not poder to lead about à ſiſter, a wife, as meli 
nas other apoſtles? And he allows a Biſhop to be the 
e Husband of one Wife, 1 Tim. iii. 2. I bibo muſt be 
a3 Wl the husband of one wife : and ſuppoſes Deacons then 
had Wives, Ver. 11. Their wives muſt be grave. 
ar MW Nor doth he count Marriage impurity in any, but af- 
en firms, It is honourable in all, and the bed unaefiles, 
os WY Heb. xiii. 4. he excepts not the Clergy, ſo that we 
un-WM doubt not our Married Clergy's Prayers, who live ſober- 
for Wy according to God's Ordinance, are more pure and 
uch prevalent than yours, moſt of which live in Perjury, 
burning Defires, and Fornication, : BETS 
Pop. But your Prieſts have not power by their 
Prayers to caſt out Evil Spirits, as ours have; which 
ews, that Ours, not Yours, are the true Succeſſors 
of che Apoſtles, to whom Chriſt gave porver over 
Unclean Spirits, Mark xvi. 17. In my name ſhall they 
aſt out devils. | 
Prot. Chriſt gave his Apoſtles power then to drink 
Poiſon, and take up Serpents without harm, as alſo 
afterwards to Speak with Tongues, Heal the Sick by a 
ouch, and Raiſe the Dead; yet your Prieſts dare not 
pretend to any of theſe Miracles, which are all ceafed 
ong ſince, only they keep up the Pretence to Caſt out 
vil Spirits, becauſe that is more eaſily counterfeited 
han any of the reſt: And if this alone would ſerve, 
is likely Conjurers might prove themſel ves the Apoſ- 
les Succeſſors, as well as your Prieſts ; for they can 
alt out Evil Spirits better than the-Romſs Prieſts ; 
ho, as may be noted, do Caſt the Devil as often 
ut of the ſame Party in divers places, as there is occa · 
lon to make a Proſelyte, or work upon the Superſti- 
ſous. Now this muſt be done either by Compact 
th the Devil, or the Party pretended to be „ 
a 


and either way it is little to their Honour, Beſides, | 
have known a good Phyſician, by Natural Mean 
Curethoſe whom theſe Prieſts pretended were Pollefled, 
which ſhews they often caſt the Devil out when he was 
never in. e 
Pop. Well, I cannot but pity your Obſtinacy, aul 
pray for yon; <vho wilfully ſors your Eyes again 
the plaineſt Arguments for Catholic Truth. \ 
Prot. There is more Reaſon for me to pity and 
pray for you, who in all theſe Points do contradid 
oly Scripture, which cannot deceive us, and beben 
falſe and feigned Traditions, invented by defighi 
Men for Evil ends: and for my part, I count it a 2 
Reſolution, and no Obſtinacy, to give credit to God 
rather than Men. 
Pop. Ton flatter your ſelf with Scripture taken in 
your 021 ſenſe, bur you did own the Catholic Ghurd 
was the beſt Interpreter of Scripture ; and I affun 


yon the Holy Fathers, who in all Ages have delivemi 


4own to us the Senſe of the Catholic Church, 455 
exattly with us in all theſe Opinions aud Practice 
which you Proteſtants rejeft ; and can you think al 
theſe holy Ancieur Doctors were deceived, au 
that a few obſcure Moaern Reformers ate in il 
right? 

Prot. Truly, 1 have but little skill in theſe Writ 
ings of the Fathers ; but I have heard our Cley 
(who are as well read in them as any of you) declan 
That all theſe Fathers condemn your Opin 
much as Holy Scripture doth, and that theſe 7 — 
and Practices were late Inventions of your Church 
and were ſet up in Times of Ignorance and: Supt 
ſtition, meerly to gain Power and Wealth by them: 
And though I am not able to inake this out, I promi 
you, whenever you pleaſe, to bring one of our Chur 
men ſhall prove what I fay. In De 

| U 
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becauſe the Scripture was before the Fathers, I am 
ell ſatisfied that mine is the oldeſt and the beſt Re- 
\ WW ligion, and am reſolved therefore by God's Grace never 
co forſake it; and if you lov'd your own Soul above 
our Worldly Intereſt, you would embrace it alſo ; 
which I heartily pray you may, and ſo bid you 
Farewell. 
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